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Particpating in *Shebang’ tonight and tomorrow night

Pros by Sitima vor Lkt

Jane Goodrich, back to Goodrich is Bettina Montana,

in Stockbridge are these reflective dancers, shown here  facing them is Dawn Lane, Back to camera and re-

with more than one mirror, At left

on the left side s Nected at the top of the photo is Michelle Duffin.

Dance from all sides

By Jelfrey Borak

Tt ki v Flagtbe Stas?
PITTSFIELD
hey're having & "Shebang™ at the
I partsmen’s Club in Steckbeidge this
werhend, bui it's not the kind of &f-
fwir you might expect ot a place devoled to

socanliping and markemanship
This "Shebang™ is o danee concert featur-
ing four new picces by Stockbridpe chore-
sher Diwn Lane = “Message in o Bol-
Autchiography,” & sole for Lane and
nearly B0 Dawn dishwashing-liquid bottles:
“To Be Contimued,” featuring 20 Berkshire
Courly methers and daughters manging In

age from 5 to B0; 4 x 4." a quartet for Lane
and dancers Jane Goodrich, Michelle Duffin
and Bettina Montano, and the concluding
phece, “The Whole Shebang,” which features
the full complement of perfarmers in bils
and picces from each of the preceding
works on the program.

Performances are schedubed for tonijght
and tomorrow i B at the club, on Roate 102

The eonceri — Lane's first full evening of
new pleces in fve years — §§ the result of
Lanes imterest in ks=ues relating to whe is a
dancer, who geis to perform, where amd
why.

Lane has come to belleve that dance is &

participatory  sclivity, available to anyame
who wants 1o take the plunge
for example, she chose the
Club as the wenue for this con
trally located ond s not associ
the arts

"1t's nod & conventional space," lasg
by telephone from the club, during
In her hectic relearsal

Seating won't be conventional efther. The
nudience will be soated on all four sides of §
rectangle. Everyone, she says, will hove a
front-row seal. The dances are degigned to

DANCE, continued on DM

Dance is much
harder to find in
the fall, winter and

spring.

another matler.

In the early fall and late spring,
when the potentinl sudience in-
ereases, those spaces are often
booked by other performing
Egroupa and artists, In the dead of
winter, when people are bored and
looking for something to do, the
uncertainty of the weather puis a
damper of planning.

*It's difficalt to spend all that

Eoussevitzky Arts Center at
Berkshire Community College,
space at Wilkiams, Morth Adams
Sate and Simon's Rock calleges,
and the Consolati Performing Aris
Center ot Mount Everett Regional,
there are pleaty of good places to
s dance, Booking those places is

time and money and effort for a
performance that might have to be
canceded because of bad weathes,”
Lane says.

Money alss is a problem, ong
thal will get worse, Lane says
Cutlbacks in federal and state arts
apencies and Increased pressure

on privale sources mean that,
prants are gaing to be harder L
get. As o resull, Lane says, arlists
are going o have to move in difs]
{erent directions i

“I's a question of how you can,
mike wock, involve an sudience
pay your bille, pay your dancers
and feel you want to make mare!
work," Lane said. H

“We're  problemesclvers, ‘We're!
gaing to have to seck out or invent.
ways to integrate ourselves inio
different areas of the community.
We're going to have to find ways!
to use the resources around e
It's mot just going to be about
making evenings of performances’
afvyrare."

.
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be geen fromm all four sides

*1 think it will be a8 inferesting
for us to perform in that space as
it will be for audiences to watch
My hope i3 that this will engage
the audience, make cur work ap-
proachable amd undersboosd ™
wrl describes “Mesaage in a
= a4 8 whimsical, somewhat
autchiographical pdece "4 x 4.
she says, i3 an exercise in move-
ment. *It's npelther stery nor
commentary,” Lane said, * ts
like we architected the piece.™

The thematle heart of the
evening may well reglde in “To Be
Continued.”

The 20 women in the pices ase,
easentially, non-dancers. Some aof
them are women Lane mel at a
series of Joceh's Pillew-sponsored
community dance programs At
Mount Everett Keglonal School fn
Sheffield. Some she met for the
first timee % their first rebearsal

Lane’s own grandeaother s
mather are in the piece, although
Lane is nof, “For me, this was a
chanee to pull mysell out and re-
3 walch amd direct
y to choose 4 group of
had some kind of
ection, some substance from
h 1 can build ma
an fer] comndora

“To Be Co e
oriented, . Ty pvery
day, My 1 people will
look at this plece and feel they

very lagk-

ReftEng curious
cepd, 18 1o hiave a
I can ask [her

thakities, as well ag

¢ oup i Levittown on
land and In the Berkshires
died art in Boston and
we back to the Berkihires
G84. She's lived here ever
s alio been making
danoe EVEr Singe,

Like g0 many of the choreagra
and dancers who Live and
in the Berkshires, Lane
nE a living outside dance. She
in public ol and at
College, Simon's
Berkshire Com
. She mipp I

L

na of this performance,™
she gaid, "1 feel very embraced by
the Berkshires. I've dooe o bot of
fundtraising for this cancert and 1
tome into performance weok
without being in debt.”

Dance flourishes in the Berk-
shir aiE the summes, largely
because of Jecob's Pillow. Danoe is
much harder to find in the fall

« winler and spring. 1% oot for lack

of venues, Lane says. Between the



